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Multimedia Arts 
This course is an introduction to the fundamentals of Art & Design. The course will explore the traditional and 
postmodern principles of the visual arts through drawing, painting, collage, bookmaking and design.   The course will be 
a general overview of the visual arts. Projects will build on concepts of techniques experienced throughout everyday 
life. It will explore aesthetic, historical and structural issues of two and three dimensional reality and related concepts.  
Open to all students who have not taken Multimedia Arts before; mainly for 9th graders. 

Habits of Mind and Work Emphasized 

Perspective ς Ability to analyze various viewpoints, create and understand your own perspective 

Imagination ς Develop your creativity and exploring different solutions to an issue 

Perseverance ς Ability to create a series of drawings for an art portfolio 

Eagerness ς Willing to take a risk. Challenge yourself through new drawing experiences 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers                                           

Illustration/Bookmaking/Fine Arts  Illustrator/Book Binder 
Graphic/Product Design    Graphic Designer/Product Designer 
Photography/Fashion/Marketing  Photograph/Photo Journalist/Fashion Designer 
Creative Writing/Poetry    Fiction and/or Non-Fiction Writer 

Major Assessments 

¶ Self-Portrait, Constructing your own Sketchbook 

¶ Pattern Design, Abstract Design Painting 

¶ Color Theory 
 

Music Appreciation 
In this class we will discuss a multitude of different subject pertaining to music. We will follow the 5 Strands of 

Music Blueprint, as stated by the NYC DOE. (Making Music, Music Literacy, Making Connections, Community and 

Cultural Resources, and Careers and Lifelong Learning) Units of study include songwriting and songwriters, guitar 

and guitarists, theory, notation, composition, arranging, piano/keyboard and pianists, music appreciation, music 

genres, ear training, music industry, and various other aspects of music. This is a general overview of all things 

music.  Open to all students who have not taken Music Appreciation before. 

Habits of Mind and Work Emphasized 

Perspective ς How does music create or set a theme/mood? 

Analysis ς Studying various aspects of songwriting 

Resourcefulness ς Researching various players, composers, and arrangers 

Perseverance ς Continuing to play no matter how hard the song gets 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers                                           

Music Performance                       Arranger 

Piano/Keyboard/Guitar/Chorus                  Professional Singer, Piano/Keyboard Player, Guitar Player 

Music Education/Composition   Music Teacher, Session Musician, Composer/Arranger 

Major Assessments 

¶ One major project per marking period on one of the units listed above 

¶ Written assessments for each topics 

¶ Daily music journal 
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Drawing I 
This is an intermediate level art class designed for the student interested in developing an art portfolio. This 

course will support students in developing basic drawing and technical skills, while exploring and experimenting 

with various drawing materials. Through hands-on projects, students will discover the critical elements of 

drawing (line, mass, form, perspective, value, and composition) building a solid foundation for an art portfolio.  

Media for the course may include, but are not limited to, pencil, pen and ink, charcoal, brush, markers, and 

pastel.  Open to students who have taken Multimedia Arts or Studio Art or Street Art.  

Habits of Mind and Work Emphasized 

Perspective ς Ability to analyze various viewpoints, create and understand your own perspective 

Imagination ς Develop your creativity and exploring different solutions to an issue 

Perseverance ς Ability to create a series of drawings for an art portfolio 

Eagerness ς Willing to take a risk. Challenge yourself through new drawing experiences 

Possible College Majors      Possible Careers 

Fine Arts ς Painting/Sculpture/Printmaking/Illustration  Illustrator/Cartoonist/Painter/Sculptor 
Graphic/Product Design      Graphic Designer/Product Designer/Fashion 
Photography       Photograph/Photo Journalist 
Major Assessments 

¶ Observational, Still-Life, Self-Portrait and Abstract Drawings 

¶ Collages 

¶ Sketchbooks 

Graphic Design 
Do you like to make things look good?  Are you interested in learning how to transform 
letters, shapes, and colors into captivating posters, web graphics, or magazine layouts?  
Graphic Design is a technology-based course to learn how to compose the basic 
elements of art according to the principles of art to turn communication into art.  Open 
to students who have taken Multimedia Arts or Studio Art or Street Art. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 
Perspective ς Producing visual designs on flyers oǊ ŎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
Imagination ς Using your creativity to communicate ideas for clients in unique ways 
Analysis ς How are good designs created?  Learning how to analyze designs formally 
and conceptually 
Eagerness ς Willingness to work through projects and learn the techniques and skills to complete them 

Possible College Majors Possible Careers 
Fine Art Graphic Designer, Fashion Designer 
Graphic or Communication Design Artist, Advertising 
Animation Animator 

Major Assessments 

¶ Graphic Design Project in Adobe Illustrator; e.g. Posters and Product 
Designs 

¶ Web Design Project in Adobe Photoshop; e.g. banners and digital collages 

¶ Develop and maintain a blog to present your work and track your growth 

¶ Final design portfolio of completed labs and projects 
 

ά!Ǌǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
its perfect visual expression. 
And design is the vehicle by 
which this expression is made 
possible. Art is a noun, and 
design is a noun and also a 
verb. Art is a product and 
design is a process. Design is 
the foundation of all the 
ŀǊǘǎΦέ τ Paul Rand 
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Printmaking & Bookmaking I  
This course is an introduction to the fundamentals of Printmaking & Book Design.  We will explore the traditional and 
postmodern principles of the printmaking and bookmaking technique. The course is a fundamental experience in 
print/bookmaking using relief, collograph, linoleum, stencil and intaglio techniques along with book binding methods. 
Projects will be assigned to cover various areas of graphics from the fine prints to poster art. Individual investigation, 
technical proficiency and design are emphasized in this course. Composition, craftsmanship and technique are also 
emphasized. The class will include group critiques and discussions. The work produced in this class will be included in 
the Student Art Exhibition.  Open to 10th, 11th and 12th graders. 

Habits of Mind and Work Emphasized 

Perspective ς Ability to analyze various viewpoints, create and understand your own perspective  
Imagination ς Develop your creativity and exploring different solutions to an issue 
Perseverance ς Ability to create a series of drawings for an art portfolio 
Eagerness ς Willing to take a risk. Challenge yourself through new drawing experiences 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers                                           

Illustration/Bookmaking/Fine Arts  Illustrator/Book Binder 
Graphic/Product Design    Graphic Designer/Product Designer 
Photography/Fashion/Marketing  Photograph/Photo Journalist/Fashion Designer 
Creative Writing/Poetry    Fiction and/or Non-Fiction Writer 
Major Assessments 

¶ Linoleum Prints, Relief Prints and Collograph Prints 

¶ Stencils 

¶ Artist Books 

Printmaking & Bookmaking II 
This course is an advanced studio class designed for the student interested in developing an art portfolio and or 
developing their printmaking skills. The class will focus on 4 printmaking techniques. Students will create unique 
prints with monoprint, carve blocks for relief printing in linoleum and wood, make a plate using cardboard and 
soft-cut for collograph and develop transfer prints using the Paper Lithography technique. Important techniques 
used in all printmaking processes, such as paper tearing, ink modification, registration, and printing multiple 
color plates, will also be covered. Individual investigations, technical proficiency and design are emphasized in 
this course. Composition, craftsmanship and technique are also emphasized. The class will include group 
critiques and discussions. The work produced in this class will be included in the Student Art Exhibition.  Open to 
students who have completed Printmaking I. 

Habits of Mind and Work Emphasized 

Perspective ς Ability to analyze various viewpoints, create and understand your own perspective 
Imagination ς Develop your creativity and exploring different solutions to an issue 
Perseverance ς Ability to create a series of drawings for an art portfolio 
Eagerness ς Willing to take a risk. Challenge yourself through new drawing experiences 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers                                           

Illustration/Bookmaking/Fine Arts  Illustrator/Book Binder 
Graphic/Product Design    Graphic Designer/Product Designer 
Photography/Fashion/Marketing  Photograph/Photo Journalist/Fashion Designer 
Creative Writing/Poetry    Fiction and/or Non-Fiction Writer 

Major Assessments 

¶ Linoleum Prints, Wood Block Prints, Collograph Prints, and Monoprints 

¶ Artist Books 
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Studio Art 
Are you creative? Do you like to draw and paint?  Studio Art is an intermediate art course 
based on contemporary art being made right now in Brooklyn and New York by local 
artists.  We visit collage, portrait, landscape, and other artists to understand the different 
ways artists work within the boundaries of their artistic practice.  The course also explores 
the connections between contemporary art and art history.  Open to students in the 10th, 
11th and 12th grades. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 
Perspective ς Learning to look at and understand the different ways artists are working today. 
Imagination ς Developing your own creativity and art-making skills to produce new art works 
Narrative - Interpreting and creating meaning through art works  
Eagerness ς Being curious about art and eager to express your ideas and feelings through art making 

Possible College Majors              Possible Careers 
Fine Art, Painting, Drawing  Fine artist, Graphic Designer 
Graphic Design       Gallery owner, Art consultant 
Art History    Art Critic, Art Historian 

Major Assessments 

¶ 3 Art projects inspired by current or recent exhibitions 

¶ Artist statements for each project 

¶ Exhibition of completed works 

¶ 250-500 word art reviews or art history paper 

 

Chorus 
Learn to sing!  This is a performance-based class.  Our goal is to put on 2 concerts a semester.  We will cover 

many songs from the classics to contemporary songs. 

Habits of Mind and Work Emphasized 

Eagerness ς Students must be willing to sing in front of a large audience 

Organization ς Students must understand their role in the chorus and follow the arrangement presented 

Possible College Majors   Possible Careers                                           

Music Performance                      Professional Singer 

Arranger                                         Vocal Instructor 

Major Assessments 

¶ All students must participate in performances twice a semester 

¶ Performance based and written assessments will both be used 
  

ά!ƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ 
isolated system. In order 
to survive he has to 
interact continuously with 
the world around him... 
Theoretically there are no 
ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦέ 
-Hans Haacke 
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Guitar I & II 
Students will learn the fundamentals of the guitar. Guitar I will mostly focus on playing, performing, and 

mastering notes, scales, chords, songs, arpeggios, modes, and the circle of 5ths. Students will also gain in depth 

knowledge of the history of the instrument, from its primal beginnings to its current status. We will also study 

some of the pioneers of the instrument and other important figures pertaining to the guitar.  Guitar II students 

will go deeper into the learnings of the guitar and will work on harder material, songs, and theory.   Guitar I is 

open to all students.  Guitar II is for students who are currently taking Guitar I and wish to continue. 

Habits of Mind and Work Emphasized 

Analysis ς Studying different famous and influential guitar players 

Imagination ς Writing and arranging your own original song 

Perseverance ς Never giving up no matter how hard the song gets 

Self-Awareness ς Recognizing what notes, chords, fingerings, scales you need to work on 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers                                           

Guitar (Performance)                                        Professional Guitar Player 

       Music Education                                                 Guitar Teacher, Session Player 

Major Assessments 

¶ One major project per marking period.  Topics: Guitar Legends, Guitar Makers, Song Composition 

¶ Performance at the end of the semester in front of the class 

¶ Performance based and written assessments will both be used 

 

Keyboard 
Students will learn the fundamentals of the keyboard/piano. Class will be based on music theory and notation, 

which will be the focus of the first marking period. Once theory is understood, students will then focus on 

applying music literacy to the keyboard. Students will learn how to play, perform, and recognize notes, chords 

(major, minor, 7thΧύΣ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǎΣ ǎŎŀƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ  Open to all students who have not 

previously taken Keyboard.  Preference given to students who have completed Music Appreciation. 

Habits of Mind and Work Emphasized 

Analysis ς Studying different and influential piano/keyboard player 

Imagination ς Writing and arranging your own original song 

Perseverance ς Never giving up no matter how hard a song or part gets 

Self-Awareness ς Recognizing what notes, chords, scales, fingerings you need to work on 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers                                           

Piano/Keyboard (Performance)                  Professional Piano/Keyboard Player 

Music Education                                            Music Teacher 

Musical Composition                                    Session Musician, Composer/Arranger 

Major Assessments 

¶ One major project per marking period.  Topics: Piano Legends, Theoretical Expression, Song Composition 

¶ Performance at the end of the semester in front of the class 

¶ Performance based and written assessments will both be used 
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Creative Writing 
This class will introduce students to the process and techniques of creative writing. Students will experiment 
with various types of writing, including the writing of fiction and poetry. Class readings will expose students to 
various writing styles and provide examples of the successes and strategies of other writers. Class time will be 
spent discussing the writer's craft, the assigned readings, and student writing.  Open to all students 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Inhabiting different personas and perspectives in writing 

Analysis ς Analyzing different techniques used by different writers 

Narrative ς Creating written, narrative pieces 

Imagination ς Using creativity and ingenuity in your writing 

Possible College Majors   Possible Careers 

English   Writer, Teacher  

Theater   Actor, Philosopher 

Law   Lawyer 

Major Assessments 

¶ Short stories and poems 

¶ Short writing analyzing techniques used by writers 

 

Drama I 
A beginning acting course for students interested in theater.  We will study how to develop a character on stage, 
create scenes and improvisations, and ultimately, perform short plays as a final project.  Some writing and 
homework is required for the class.  Open to all students. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Learning about the different motivations of characters 

Analysis ς Scene study and interpretation 

Narrative ς Telling the story of the play for an audience 

Eagerness ς Redefining your own measurement for success 

Possible College Majors   Possible Careers 

English Literature   Actor/Singer 

Theater Arts   Stage Director/Stage Manager 

Psychology   Teacher 

Major Assessments 

¶ Written Character Analysis 

¶ Improvised Scenes 

¶ Rehearsal and performance of plays 
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Laughing and Loving with Shakespeare 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜȄΣ ŘǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ 
the other wayτbut slow your rollτwe are going to be interactive about the bard and his works. This means we 
will read all the text in class, with a focus on bringing the dramatic elements out of his work. You know it sounds 
like fun! We will read ! aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳ, Hamlet, and The Taming of the Shrew. If you would like to 
have some fun with acting, and would also like to step outside the box and give yourself a challenge, this is the 
course for you. Seriously, it is.  Open to all students. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Consider how interpretations of the play have changed over time 

Analysis ς Analyze word choice and meaning of text 

Imagination ς Imagine what Shakespeare meant/how a play should be acted 

Connections ς Connections to real life and other disciplines 

Possible College Majors   Possible Careers 

English   Writer, Teacher 

Theater   Actor, Philosopher 

Law   Lawyer  

Major Assessments 

¶ Performance, at least one scene from one play 

¶ Annotated scene from one play 

 

Poetry 
Awaken your creative side and tap into your inner poet.  We will learn about different forms of poetry from 
sonnets to spoken word.  Find your voice through poetry.  Open to all students.  

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 
Narrative ς Studying the stories and lives of others 
Imagination ς Thinking outside of the box and willing to try new things 
Eagerness ς Willingness to share your ideas and perform your poetry 
Self-Awareness ς Discovering your own inner-most thoughts and feelings 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers 
English, Speech, Creative Writing Poet, Journalist, Writer, Actor  
Theater, Drama, Performing Arts    
Communication, Journalism 

Major Assessments 

¶ Weekly poetry journal 

¶ Poetry slam participation at the end of the semester 

¶ Research paper on selected poems and poets 
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Rehearsal and Production 

Students in this class will rehearse and perform a full-length play.  Students will learn how to create a 
professional quality production of a play, which will be performed at the end of the semester.  Some writing and 
homework will be required.  This year's play will be Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun.  This course is only 
open to students who have auditioned for and have been cast in the play on December 16, 2011. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Learning about the different motivations of characters 

Analysis ς Scene study and interpretation 

Narrative ς Telling the story of the play for an audience 

Eagerness ς Redefining your own measurement for success 

Possible College Majors Possible Careers 

English Literature Actor/Singer 

Theater Arts Stage Director/Manager, Lighting Designer 

Psychology Teacher 

Major Assessments 

¶ Written Character Analysis 

¶ Improvised Scenes 

¶ Rehearsal and performance of plays 

 

SAT Verbal Prep I or II 
Want to get scholarship money for college?  Boosting your SAT and ACT scores might be the way to go!  SAT and 

ACT prep is a course that will help you to enhance your skills in all subject areas.  This class is geared toward 

juniors and graduating seniors looking for that strategy that will help them ace the test.  Learn new vocabulary, 

create games, and work on math, English and science.  This class is run like a learning lab where we all work to 

help each other learn.  Open to all students in grades 9-11, including students currently taking SAT Prep I. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Analysis ς Identify main points, themes, strategies and concepts 

Imagination ς Finding and creating new ways of learning the most mundane topics 

Resourcefulness ς Help each other find new ways to use knowledge across curriculum 

Eagerness ς Be excited and exciting every day to foster that sense of community in the classroom 

Narrative ς Use your own stories and experiences to help and teach others 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers 

Nearly all colleges require SATs for admission, regardless of major.  Any career that 

requires a college degree will be more open to you if you increase your SAT score. 

Major Assessments 

¶ A timed practice test each marking period 

¶ A SAT timed essay each marking period 

¶ Daily problems of the day 

¶ Designing a game of your choice 
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Yearbook  
If you like pictures of yourself and others and organizing them in a way that communicates a message about the 

people in them than this class is for you.  You get to make decisions about design and create the pages that will 

make-up the yearbook that you and your peers will look at with your friends and family for years to come.  You 

ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ tǊŜǇΦ  hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 

have the opportunity to write an article that could be published in a school newspaper.  Open to all students.   

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Designing the yearbook in a way that its audience will like  

Analysis ς Making clear and specific decisions about pictures and page design to communicate an idea  

Imagination ς Developing a theme and figuring out how to design the yearbook through the lens of that theme  

Resourcefulness ς Taking and gathering photos for the yearbook sections  

Eagerness ς Being excited about creating and communicating the identity of YOUR school  

Possible College Majors Possible Careers 

Web-Design  Photography 

Journalism  Publishing  

Photography   

Major Assessments 

¶ The yearbook pages you design  
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American Sign Language 1 
Do you find that you use your hands while talking or to emphasize an idea? Then ASL 1 is for you!  In this class 

you will learn the basics of Sign Language and deaf culture.  Open to all students. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized:  

Imagination ς Learning how to think and talk using a different modality 

Analysis ς Studying the syntax and grammar of Sign Language 

Self-Awareness ς You will become more aware of language and how it transcends speaking 

Eagerness ς A desire to learn and grow is cruciŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ άǎƛƎƴŀƎŜέ 

Possible College Majors   Possible Careers 

ASL Interpreter/Translator  ASL Interpreting and Translation at businesses, schools, entertainment 

ASL Judicial/Legal Translator at courts, police departments, mediations 

Communications Assistant 

Major Assessments 

¶ Weekly quizzes to assess studentsΩ strengths in ASL 

¶ Semester Project -Interpretation of a song, poem or text into ASL 

¶ Possible outside community service 

 

American Sign Language 2 
A continuation of ASL 1 where students will put the work into practice.  Students will perform an internship with 

a neighborhood elementary school and become more immersed in deaf culture.  Open to students who have 

taken ASL 1 and have passed a proficiency exam. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized:  

Imagination ς Learning how to think and talk using a different modality 

Analysis ς Studying the syntax and grammar of Sign Language 

Self-Awareness ς You will become more aware of language and how it transcends speaking 

Eagerness ς ! ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ άǎƛƎƴŀƎŜέ 

Possible College Majors   Possible Careers 

ASL Interpreter/Translator  ASL Interpreting and Translation at businesses, schools, entertainment 

ASL Judicial/Legal Translator at courts, police departments, mediations 

Communications Assistant 

Major Assessments 

¶ Weekly quizzes to assess studentsΩ strengths in ASL 

¶ Semester Project ς Interpretation of a song, poem or text into ASL 

¶ Outside community service 

¶ Curriculum development for students in elementary school 
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Marketing  
Which is your favorite commercial?  Can you design something better?  Put your money where your mouth is 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘo stimulate customer interest.  Come to our Marketing class which will educate 

you on the 4 tΩǎ όPRODUCT, PRICE, PLACE & PROMOTION) and how to apply them to marketing.  Open to all students. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Analysis ς Studying the strengths and weaknesses of advertising 

Imagination ς Create a new product for the marketplace 

Resourcefulness ς Learning from prior inventors and entrepreneurs 

Eagerness ς Unlock your inner creativity; think outside the box! 

Possible College Majors Possible Careers 

Business Management Consumer Research Analyst 

Marketing Entrepreneur, Social Media Marketer 

Behavioral Analysis Media Relations, Behavioral Analyst, Internet Consumer Analytics 

Major Assessments 

¶ Create your own commercial with jingles and multimedia 

¶ Critique various popular advertisements and how these relate to marketing 

¶ Discuss strategy involved in reaching various consumer groups 

¶ Watch the reality-ōŀǎŜŘ ŘǊŀƳŀ ά.ŀōȅ .ƻƻƳέ & write a paper on the birth and development of a product 

 

Math SAT, CUNY, and ACT Prep 
This course will delve deeply into content and test-taking strategies in preparation for the math sections on the 

SAT, ACT, Regents, and CUNY Entrance Exams.  Open to all students in 9th, 10th and 11th grades. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Analysis ς when attacking the multiple-choice sections of these exams, we will use deductive reasoning to solve 

the problems or improve the odds 

Resourcefulness ς we will learn to use all possible tools at our disposal to improve our scores 

Perseverance ς these tests are, in most cases 3-п ƭƻƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

exams 

Eagerness ς All of these exams have one thing in common ς they are on our path towards college, so we will be 

eager to do well and help our chances to get into the college of our choice 

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers 

Nearly all colleges require SATs for admission, regardless of major.  Any career that requires a college degree will 

be more open to you if you increase your SAT score. 

Major Assessments 

¶ Several practice tests of each type  
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Web Design 
Have you ever looked at a web page and wondered how it was created?  In this course, you will learn how to 

create web pages that include text, pictures, videos, tables, lists, and hyperlinks.  To create these web pages you 

will learn a programming code called Hypertext Markup Language (more commonly known as HTML).  The class 

is designed around learning basic skills which you will then apply to weekly assignments and two on-going 

projects.  Open to all students. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Imagination ς It takes your imagination to design web pages that are both organized and creative 

Perseverance ς Develop patience and persistence; keep going until your page looks exactly how you want it to! 

Self-awareness ς When you create a web page about yourself, you will learn more about who you are 

Narrative ς Use your web pages to tell a story about a person in both pictures and words 

Possible College Majors     Possible Careers 

Electronic Design and Multimedia    Web Designer, Web Developer, Graphic Artist  

Computer Science, Computer Engineering   Computer Programmer, Computer Engineer  

Media and Communication Arts    Journalist, Marketing, Advertising, Public Relations   

Major Assessments 

¶ Weekly Assignments: Create a simple web page each week that shows your level of mastery of new skills  

¶ Project 1: Design and create a web page about your favorite person 

¶ Project 2: Design and create a web page about yourself 
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Living Environment Enrichment  
What is knowledge if not applied? Through a series of hand-on activities, this course 

reinforces living environment concepts. Investigations include ecosystems, food webs, 

botany, human impact on the environment, and the scientific method. Open to students 

who will be taking the Living Environment Regents in June. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Analysis ς Interpret evidence and finding evidence ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ 

Connections ς Making and testing hypothesis, observing closely and building explanations 

Perseverance ς Learn what you need to do in order to become successful 

Self-Awareness ς Work as team! Build on your strengths 

Possible College Majors Possible Careers 

Biology Physician, Biologist 

Engineer (Biomedical or Chemical) Biomedical/ Pharmaceutical Engineering 

Chemistry Pharmacist, Chemist 

Major Assessments 

¶ Guided Inquiries to develop necessary skills and knowledge about biology. 

¶ Keeping an organized BioLog for your work, data, interpretations, and 

thoughts. 

¶ Self-checks to allow you assess your own progress. 

¶ Exams based on the concepts and objectives covered. 

 

Robotics 
What is a robot? Why do people build robots? What should the roles of robots be in society? Is there anything 

Ǌƻōƻǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΚ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǊƻōƻǘǎΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀ Ǌƻōƻǘ ƻŦ 

your choice and create a power point/PREZI presentation and program a Lego Mindstorms robot to complete 

obstacle course challenges.  Open to all students who have not taken Robotics previously. 

Habits of Mind & Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Learning how to think like a programmer 

Analysis ς Trouble-shooting during your work with the robots 

Eagerness ς Be the first to successfully complete the tasks of each robotics challenge 

Perseverance ς Program robots to do many challenging and tedious tasks 

Possible College Majors:    Possible Careers: 

Industrial/Electrical/Mechanical Engineering Industrial/Electrical/Mechanical Engineer 

Computer Science/Engineering   Industrial Production Manager/Technician 

Draft Design & Technology, Nanotechnology Computer-Control Programmers/Operators 

Major Assessments: 

¶ Technology Power Point/PREZI Presentation 

¶ Completion of robotics obstacle course challenges 

  

                                                                                  

άDoing your damnedest 

with your mind, no holds 

ōŀǊǊŜŘΦέ ςPercy 

Bridgeman (Nobel 

Laureate)  



Social Studies 

14 
 

African-American Studies 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άōƭŀŎƪƴŜǎǎέ mean?  Together we will take a journey to the past through films, music, and literature 
to explore how the stories of our past impact the experiences of our present, and the outlook of our future. 
Come with an open mind and a desire to question the world around you. Open to all students who have not 
taken African-American Studies previously. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 
Narrative ς Studying the stories and lives of others 
Connections ς Linking the experiences of the past, to the present, and the future 
Eagerness ς Unafraid to ask questions, challenge ideas, and speak your mind 
Self-Awareness ς Examination of your own ideas of culture and society  

Possible College Majors    Possible Careers 
History Teacher, Lawyer, Politician, Community Activist 
African-American Studies/ Sociology  Social Worker, Counselor, Historian 
Political Science     Community Organization and Advocacy 

Major Assessments 

¶ 2-3 page film response papers analyzing various films and its connection to various topics 

¶ Creation of family history narrative 

¶ Research for in-class debate and discussion 

 

Film Appreciation 
If you love movies, then this course is for you.  Become an active viewer of films by 

learning more about film analysis, film reviews, period genres, films from around the 

world and more. The class will help you develop a deeper appreciation for motion 

pictures and hopefully help you enjoy watching movies even more!  Open to all students. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Understanding the perspective of the filmmaker  

Narrative ς Understanding the way in which a filmmaker tells a story 

Perseverance ς Being open to new experiences which may be outside what you are used to 

Eagerness ς Getting excited about films by understanding the art on a whole new level 

Possible College Majors Possible Careers  

Film, TV and Radio, Theater Director, Cinematographer, Editor, Producer 

Journalism, Communications Journalist, Screenwriter, 

Major Assessments 

¶ Writing a script based on the ideas discussed in class 

¶ Creating a storyboard based on the ideas discussed in class 

¶ Write a review of a film 

¶ Agree or disagree with one of the reviews we read in class 

 

  

ά! ŦƛƭƳ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

good unless the camera is 

an eye in the head of a 

ǇƻŜǘΦέ  

-Orson Welles 
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Global Enrichment 

Could you benefit from using films, projects and hands-on activities to highlight and 

expand on concepts learned in Global?  How about from extra support with writing 

assignments given in class or additional Regents Test Prep?  If so then Global Enrichment 

can help you.  This class complements the material you are learning in Global History, 

giving you a more in-depth understanding of concepts while providing support in writing 

and test prep skills.  Open to all students who will be taking the Global Regents in June. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Imagination ς Utilizing different learning styles, learning through film and projects 

Connections ς Making connections between content and college readiness 

Organization ς Learning different organizational techniques and study strategies 

Self-Awareness ς Recognizing areas of strength and weakness  

Possible College Majors Possible Careers 

Geography, History  Historian, Writer 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ Activist 

Education Teacher 

Major Assessments 

¶ Periodic Multiple Choice Assessments 

¶ Projects  

 

Modern Conflicts 
Modern warfare is full of complexities, dangers and humanity. Using plenty of documentaries, newscasts and 

interviews which capture the tension and tragedy of conflict, each class brings the world's most dangerous 

places to students in a very real way.  In the end, students will discuss and create possible solutions to these 

situations.  Open to all students. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Studying all the sides of these conflicts 

Narrative ς Telling the story of a conflict by merging the different perspectives 

Resourcefulness ς Using a variety of sources including articles, documentaries and interviews 

Eagerness ς Getting excited about history and politics as we see how it can shape the world today 

Possible College Majors   Possible Careers  

Political Science, International Relations, Law Lawyer  

History   Military, United Nations 

 International Business   Non-Profit Organization

Major Assessments 

¶ Essay advocating for a solution to a conflict 

¶ Interview someone who has first-hand experience with a conflict and write 

an article 

¶ Write a description of a video game based on the realities of the Afghan and Iraq wars 

¶ Write a letter to a politician advocating for a way the USA or United Nations should be involved in a conflict 

ά! ǇŜǎǎƛƳƛǎǘ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
difficulty in every 
opportunity; an optimist 
sees the opportunity in 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅΦέ 
~Winston Churchill 
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Psychology 
Why do we dream?  How do optical illusions work?   Why do people behave in certain ways in certain situations?   

These questions are among the many that will be covered in this Psychology course.    Additional topics include 

abnormal behavior, research methods, the diagnosis and treatment of mental disorders, and many more.  Open 

to all students. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Perspective ς Compare the viewpoint of different people (including ourselves!) on various topics 

Analysis ς Study and evaluate the methods previous researchers have used to make discoveries in psychology 

Resourcefulness ς Research relevant information to be included in class discussions and/or papers 

Possible College Majors  Possible Careers  

Psychology    Psychiatrist, Therapist (families, individuals, couples, groups, etc.)  

Sociology/Social Work   Guidance or Career Counseling, Social Work, Corporate Consulting  

Major Assessments 

¶ Unit Tests and weekly quizzes 

¶ Project 1 ς Students will be asked to write a 2-page paper which incorporates research from outside of class 

¶ Project 2 ς {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ όǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ άǎǘǳŘȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ 

paper explaining the results and their reflection. 

U.S. History Enrichment 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ ммth Grader who is taking U.S. History and wants to explore the topics of the course more so that you 

ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎǳǇŜǊ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ wŜƎŜƴǘǎ 9ȄŀƳ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 

participate in debates, complete hands on and group ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǾƛŜǿ ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΗ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ōȅ 

the improved scores you get in your regular U.S. History class and by your performance Regents Exam itself.   

Open to students who will be taking the U.S. History Regents in June 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Analysis ς Using evidence to support clear and ideas  
Imagination ς Utilizing different learning styles, learning through film and projects 
Resourcefulness ς Using resources and time given before the exam to prepare 
Perseverance ς Showing commitment to improve in an area you care about 

Possible College Majors Possible Careers 

Geography, History Historian 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ Activist, Lawyer 

Journalism Writer, Teacher, Journalist 

Major Assessments 

¶ Periodic Multiple Choice Assessments 

¶ Projects  
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The College Experiment  
The course is for students who want to go in-depth into the College, Career and Financial Aid process.  Students 

will learn what the most competitive colleges look for in their applicants and how to package themselves so that 

they can compete with candidates who are applying to these schools.  Students will also study the special 

interest groups and assist in the College Office.  Open to all students in 9th, 10th and 11th grades.  

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Imagination ς lead the BPHS community in creating a fun and exciting college-going environment 

Resourcefulness ς you will become a source for other students at BPHS to learn about college and careers 

Eagerness ς discover your talents and strength and make well-informed choices for college and careers 

Self- Awareness ς analyze your academic performance, attendance, organizational and leadership abilities 

Major Assessments 

¶ Develop a College/Career/Financial Aid/Scholarship/etc. Workshop of your choice and present it to parents 

and/or students of the Brooklyn Prep Community 

¶ Put out a weekly College Newsletter to the BPHS Community 

¶ Enroll in a College Readiness Program, such as College Now, Minds Matter, etc. 

 

Fitness & Nutrition  
Interested in leading a healthy & active lifestyle?  Learn how to incorporate a proper 

fitness workout while developing sound nutritious eating habits.  Get the look that you 

want, but were always afraid to try!!   We will learn about muscles, different 

components of physical fitness, reading and understanding food labels and developing a 

personal workout and meal plan.    Open to all students, with preference given to 11th & 

12th graders. 

Habits of Mind and Habits of Work Emphasized: 

Analysis ς Studying different muscles, comparison of food components in different items, creation of meal plan 

Connection ς Learning how Fitness and Nutrition are interrelated 

Organization ς Maintaining weekly workout logs and meal logs 

Resourcefulness ς Learning to develop healthy habits even though we face many obstacles 

Possible College Majors Possible Careers 

Health Teacher, Nutritionist 

Physical Education Teacher, Personal Trainer, Physical Therapist 

Exercise Physiology Sports Orthopedist 

Major Assessments 

¶ Weekly analysis and reflections of fitness workout logs and meal plans 

¶ Power Point presentation on exercises associated with specific muscles 

¶ Nutrition Posters and Reflection Papers 

¶ Creating a healthy weekly menu based on proper components of nutrition  

άaǊΦ DƻǊŘƻƴ ς When are 

we going to have the 

²ŜƛƎƘǘ wƻƻƳΚέ  


